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Abstract

Since 1994, the economic structure and development of the West Bank and
Qalgilya province have gradually declined through their agricultural sector. As a
result of this, various concerns are analyzed to understand the reasons behind the

regression and to identify the various contributions that prompted such decline.

To efficiently investigate potential influences of the decline, three scientific
methodologies were utilized; the descriptive approach, in applying face-to-face
interviews with concerned parties. The second was the historical approach that
relied on published books and official government data presented in the Palestinian
Ministry of Agriculture and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and
finally, the analytical method which was based on field practices that depended on
12 residential communities across the province, and the distribution of 145

questionnaires, making up 5% of the overall research.

Results were analyzed using the SPSS program to evaluate the data using statistical
analysis alongside the (ARC Map 10.4) program which was used to produce maps

that served the objective of this study.

Conclusively, it was found that the occupation was a prime factor in the decline as
51% of the study sample were unable to access their land as a result of the
construction of discriminatory divider. Furthermore, data gathered showed; 75% of
participants’ agricultural land was confiscated, 32% of the province was occupied,
strict restrictions were placed on the farmers and their accessibility to their
confiscated lands, and 84 gated entrances were built, of which only 64 could be
utilized during the harvest season. Additionally, 92% of the groundwater ways
were placed under Israeli control with monitored usage for the farmers by

dedicated meters, attacks on farmers and their lands were imposed as a means to
¢



reduce the farmers’ freedom of practicing their basic rights and forcing them to
abandon their lands, creating 40 different blockades (checkpoints) to limit
movement and eradicating agricultural crops either directly or through the release
of wild animals. This is all part of the occupiers’ strategies to reduce the
development of the Palestinian agriculture sector by reducing their movement and

access to their farmlands.

Economic impacts come second in terms of the extent of the effect on the
agricultural sector due to the weakness of accessibility to basic elements, the result
of destruction affecting manufacturing, storing and selling of crops, freedom, and
marketing means at a local level, as well as the workforce, and the destruction of
crops that are limited in types and production time. Moreover, being an important
sector at a national level, agriculture lacks support from the government as there is
no attention given to improving the sector, or enhancing its influences as less than
1% of the government budget is directed towards the agricultural sector.
Additionally, 90% of farmers do not receive support and 77% are dissatisfied by

the governments performance in regards to agricultural care and endowment.

Conclusively, political and economic impacts are the most influential on the
regression of agriculture as social factors contribute the least to this decline which

is confined by fragmenting the ownership of agricultural lands.
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